**** The MML is lobbying for changes to the new
Elections Consolidation Act: we will update the elections
chapter when the changes are made ****

Election Consolidation Act:
What you need to know

Frequently Asked Questions , , ,
. City Election Options
e What arethe new election datesfor

citiesand villages? Current Action Re-

The statutory election dates for cities are Election Option(s) quired
the November general election — odd year November Maintain cur- No action

. : . - ' general elec- | rent date necessary

with August primary election. For villages, tion - odd
the statute calls for aNovember general year, with
election —with no primary. The village elec- August pri-
tions will be run by the township. mary election.

However, the statute provides for alter- This is the

. . . . statutory

native election dates in some circumstances. election date.
A chart islisted below to help determine city November 1. Maintain 1. No ac-
and village options. general elec- | current date tion neces-
e What arethe new regularly scheduled tion - annually | -or- sary

election dates? 2. Change to -or-

: . November gen- | 2. Pass a

The new regularly scheduled election eral election - resolution
dates are the fourth Tuesday in February, the odd year, with | to change
first Tuesday after the first Monday in May, Aluglt{St primary | date

: : . election
thefirst Tuﬁaﬁ.aﬂer trgl rStan On(:]ayf.l n September 1. Maintain 1.Pass a
August, an the first Tuesday after the first primary elec- | current date resolution
Monday in November. tion, odd -or- to maintain
¢ When do the new laws go into effect? year, even 2. Change to September

The laws, Public Acts 298-306 of 2004, year, orboth. | August primary | primary
gointo effe(?t January 1, 2005_. Appropriate year. ’ 2 No action
actions required to comply with the new necessary
laws must be completed by December 31, Anything 1.Changetoa | 1.Passa
2004. other than May general resolution

. . election dates | election, odd to change
e Does our city/village need to change listed year or even date

our eleCtIOI'l da.tes') ] year, or bo’[h, -or-

That depends on when your elections with a February | 2. No ac-
are currently held. The following chart out- primary. tion neces-
lines election date options for cities and vil- or sary
lages 2. Change to

ages. the November
general election
- odd year, with
August primary.
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(Section 111/Chapter 16)

Village Election Options —
all Village elections will now be
non partisan.

Options Actions Required
September general Pass resolution to
election - odd year, to | change date
be conducted by the
village
November general
election - even year,
to be conducted by
the township

No action required

e Isthereaprocesswehaveto follow to
change our election dates?

If your city or village must pass areso-
lution as determined from the above chart,
then there is a process required to pass that
resolution that may differ from your normal
resolution process. A public hearing must be
held on the resolution; proper notice must be
given on the public hearing; specific lan-
guage for the notice must be included (it is
outlined in MCL 168.642;, the council or
board must vote immediately on the resolu-
tion after the close of the hearing; the vote
must pass by a majority of the council/board
members on arecord roll call vote; and the
resolution must be filed with the Secretary
of State.

e Can our city/village ever changeto
another date?

A city that passes aresolution by De-
cember 31, 2004 to hold its regular election
on the May date may later change that date
to the November general election - odd year
date by following the same process as out-
lined above. A city that passes aresolution
by December 31, 2004 to continue holding
its primary election on the September pri-
mary date may change its primary election
date to the August odd year election date by
following the process outlined above. See
MCL 168.642a.

Villages do not have the opportunity to
change their election dates after the initial
selection.

e How will the election date change af-
fect thetermsof our elected officials?
Asoutlined in MCL 168.644gq, if the

€lection date has been changed under these

acts, the elected officials who were elected

before the date of the statute change con-

tinue to serve in that office until a successor

is elected at the next regularly scheduled
election.

e Isour city responsible for conducting
school elections?

Maybe. A city isonly required to con-
duct a school election if the district falls en-
tirely within the city, or the city is conduct-
ing an election on the same day. Otherwise,
the city’ srolein the election will be based
on any agreements that are made with the
other jurisdictions involved. School officials
will no longer be responsible for conducting
school elections. Asoutlined in MCL
168.301, the school district election coordi-
nator shall conduct each regular election and
each special election that is requested by the
school board to submit a ballot question or
to fill avacancy on the school board. The
school district election coordinator is either
the city clerk, the township clerk, or the
county clerk. A school district election co-
ordination committee must be established in
each school district and each committee de-
termines how the school elections will be
conducted.

Villages do not have legal authority to
conduct elections other than their own elec-
tions, and therefore do not have this respon-
sibility.

e What if our city isonly part of a
school district that expands beyond
our boundaries?

In instances where the school district is
located wholly within the city or township,
the city or township clerk is the school dis-
trict election coordinator. In instances where
the school district crosses multiple jurisdic-
tions, the county clerk is the school district
election coordinator. However, a school dis-
trict election coordination committee must
be established in each school district, and in
instances where the coordinator isthe
county clerk, the city or township clerk can
agree with the county clerk to participatein
the conducting of the school district elec-
tions.
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Election Consolidation Act

e Will theincreased costs be
reimbursed to the city?

Yes. Asoutlined in MCL 168.315,
school districts are responsible for reimburs-
ing the local unit that conducts their elec-
tions.

e When can our city/village hold special
elections?

Municipal special elections must be held
on the next regularly scheduled election
date, but not at an election less than acertain
number of daysin varying circumstances.
Further information for cities can be found
in MCL 117.3. For homerule villages, in-
formation can be found in MCL 78.4. For
general law villages, information can be
found in MCL 63.2.

About the author . ..

Summer Minnick isalegislative associate
in the State and Federal Affairs office of the
Michigan Municipal League. Y ou may con-
tact Summer at 800-995-2674 or
sminnick@mml.org.
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