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Building spaces with 

no place is not the 

FUTURE





Need to attract your kids and 

grandkids back to their hometown





Place: Google in Ann Arbor (photo credit: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/winstont/1027912469/sizes/z/in/photostream/



Place: Ypsilanti (photo credit: Brian Kelly)  



¾ The increase in taxes from one 5000 sf

building: 

¾ if 5000 sf at $150 per sf cost or a $750,000 

value at 2% per year rate = $15,000 per 

year in new taxes



¾5 reasons for downtown revitalization

¾ Bring back your kids & grandkids

¾Keep your 55 -85 year olds

¾Create new knowledge jobs

¾Rehab your downtown and historic 

bldgs

¾Find new sources of revenue





¾Amway folks, Mott folks, Liz 

Dean in A2, Dan Gilbert & 

Illitchs in Detroit 



�¾Pass a Form Based zoning 

code

�¾Create a denser, mixed 

use downtown, 

�¾complete streets: bikes, 

walking, connecting to 

natural resources


