
Our challenge in context
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A Purpose or a Reason?

"Suppose you have just bought some land in a 
neighborhood of homes and built a cozy little house. 
There are two vacant lots south of you. If your town is 
zoned, no one can put up a large apartment house on 
those lots, overshadowing your home, stealing your 
sunshine and spoiling the investment of 20 years' 
saving. Nor is anyone at liberty to erect a noisy, 
malodorous public garage to keep you awake nights 
or to drive you to sell out for half of what you put into 
your home.ñ
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The Effect or the Cause
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ÅStreamlined planning review process reducing time to approval by 50%
ÅInitiated pre -application meetings at no cost to applicant
ÅReduced the cost of planning review by eliminating escrow accounts and 

introducing flat fee schedules
ÅMore flexibility in the PUD ordinance
ÅEfficiently updating the Master Plan to reflect today's issues and trends
ÅCreated a large ñblanketò IDD
ÅExtended Brownfield initiatives
ÅConceptually approved a Corridor Improvement concept for Baldwin Road
ÅEntered contract with RCOC to engineer the widening of Baldwin
ÅPartnering with MEDC and OCED to draw new and sustaining businesses
ÅFroze water / sewer rates for 09-10
ÅPushing forward with water storage for further system wide reduction in 

charging
ÅAllowing conditional rezoning of property

An Open Door (as we saw it in 2009)




